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ITEM CC8
Supplementary 2 (Commentary on Amendments)

COUNCIL – 10 february 2009
SERVICE AND RESOURCE PLANNING 2009/10 – 2013/14 

Supplementary Report by Assistant Chief Executive & Chief Finance Officer

Part 4 – Green Group Budget proposals


Introduction

1. This report needs to be read in conjunction with my report to the Council on the Service and Resource planning 2009/10 – 2013/14, which sets out my commentary on the Council’s financial position overall including the adequacy of reserves and balances.  

2. The Green Group has produced amendments to the Cabinet’s budget proposals; as such they have not produced a separate budget or Medium Term Financial Plan.  The commentary on those amendments is set out below.

Overview

3. Their budget proposals are based on a 3.75% increase in Council Tax in 2009/10 and over the medium term.  

Investment Proposals and Directorate/Pressures and Savings

4. The amendments to the Directorate pressures and savings proposals are included within the annex to the Green Groups Report.  They are discussed with the Directorate Proposals below.

Medium Term Plan

5. The budget proposals include £1.1m by charging £2 for parking at the two County Council owned sites from April 2009.  They are proposing to consult with the City Council with a view to re-instating charges at the same level at the transferred sites from April 2010.  In addition, they are proposing that on-street parking charges are re-introduced at evenings and weekends.  This income, totalling £4.084m is available from 2010/11.  

6. They are also proposing a one-off contribution from the parking account in 2009/10 of £1.0m.  
7. The table below sets out the resources available over the medium term.

	
	2009/10

£m
	2010/11

£m
	2011/12

£m
	2012/13

£m 
	2013/14

£m

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cabinet proposal remaining on-going sum available 
	0.0
	0.5


	0.3
	1.6
	5.9

	Additional proposals
	
	-0.3
	0.0
	-0.7
	-3.5

	Remaining on-going sum available 
	0.0
	0.2

	0.3
	0.9
	2.4

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2009/10

£m
	2010/11

£m
	201/12

£m
	2012/13

£m 
	2013/14

£m

	One-off sum available to allocate prior to spread of one-off - per Supplementary Report - February 2009
	5.9
	0.2
	-1.7
	-1.0
	-0.4

	Contribution from the Parking Account
	1.0
	
	
	
	

	Additional Investment proposals
	-3.9
	
	
	
	

	Use of budget reserve created in 2009/10
	
	3.0
	3.2
	1.5
	0.4


	Remaining one-off sum available 
	3.0
	3.2
	1.5
	0.4
	0.0


Directorate Proposals

8. The Green Group are proposing a series of additional investments utilising the income referred to above, and the one-off funding available.  These are set out in the following directorate paragraphs:

Children, Young People & Families

9. The Green Group proposes a further 4 children’s social workers, £0.160m, be taken on above those proposed by the Cabinet, and in addition £0.4m ongoing funding for support for parent of children with severe disabilities.

Social & Community Services

10. The Green Group budget highlights the savings built into the Cabinet proposals.  However, the cumulative savings, which rise to £17.5m by 2013/14 are off-set by additional funding of £17m and the addition of £14.4m of demography.  There are within the savings sums still to be identified, and the proposals seek to fund these pressures and increase the overall provision for Adult Social Care.
11. The proposals for this area total £2.005m ongoing in 2009/10 with a further £0.2m starting in 2010/11 and £0.06m one off funding.  They are a combination of removal of savings proposals and new areas of investment.  The key growth areas deal with triple advice and advocacy service provision (£0.74m); support for carers (£0.425m); community development for adult social care (£0.280m).  The areas of savings removal are: residential care; reassessment of leaning disability; supported accommodation for learning disability.
12. The other major reduction of savings is in 2013/14 when the outstanding pressures not yet identified for adult social care have been funded.  
Environment & Economy

13. The key ongoing proposal is for a new energy efficiency scheme for residential properties (£1.0m). This would provide loans for residents to install installation.  There are also proposals for energy efficiency schemes for schools (£0.325m).
14. There are also new ongoing investments for a more walkable Oxfordshire (£0.1m); and two smaller schemes for a pedestrian and cycling officer (£0.08m).  In addition there are one off proposals for a Community Land Trust (£0.540m); and £0.3m for a combination of research on congestion charge; research on light tram line; food purchasing cooperative development; and development of a credit union.
Community Safety and Shared Services
15. The Green Group have made no amendments to the Cabinet’s proposals for Community Safety and Shared Services.
Corporate Core

16. The proposals include extending the Apprenticeship scheme, by adding to the Cabinet proposal of £0.2m in the first two years a further £0.1m and funding it at £0.1m in subsequent years.

Capital Programme

The Green Group is not proposing any amendments to the proposals of the Cabinet.

Summary

17. The Green Group has produced amendments to the Cabinet’s proposals which broadly fund Social and Community Services increases from increases in income from parking charges.  The proposal has no one-off resources available to allocate by the end of the medium term, and less ongoing available, which given some of the potential risks the Council could face is less prudent than the Cabinet’s, although this position could be re-assessed if required.
Part 3 (addition) – Amendment to Labour proposal

18. The Labour Group are proposing a further amendment to their own budget.  They are proposing to fund the three Community Safety schemes (£0.074m) and the Health and Safety post for schools (£0.05m).  This funding will be taken from the Change Fund, which reduces the ongoing budget to £0.076m, although the one off funding in 2009/10 leaves £0.377m available.  This will make delivering the savings required for 2010/11 and 2011/12 even harder.
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